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Introduction

Aristippus was a teacher of rhetoric and an associate of Socrates, but known for his
luxurious lifestyle and advocacy of hedonism. Socrates directed an account of the
Choice of Heracles (‘vice or virtue’) at him. He does not come across as particularly
admirable.

His fees

65 Aristippus was by birth a citizen of Cyrene [in Libya] and was drawn to Athens by
the fame of Socrates. Having come forward as a lecturer or sophist he was the first
of the followers of Socrates to charge fees and to send money to his master. And on
one occasion the sum of twenty minae which he had sent was returned to him,
Socrates declaring that the supernatural sign would not let him take it; the very
offer, in fact, annoyed him. Xenophon was no friend to Aristippus; and for this
reason he has made Socrates direct against Aristippus the discourse in which he
denounces pleasure. Not but what Theodorus abuses him, and so does Plato.

65 AploTiTiTiog To pév yévog v Kupnvaiog, a@rypévos 8 ABfivals katd KA£0G
ZWKPAETOUG. 0DTOG GOPLOTEVTAS TIPHTOS TV TWKPATIKGY HLoB0oDGS
EIOETIPAEATO KAl ATIECTEIAE XPIHATA T) SIOACKAA®. KAl TTOTE TEUPAG AT
HVAG ETKOOL TTAALVE pOOVG ATIEANBEV, EITTOVTOG ZWKPATOVG TO SALUOVIOV
a0 TG P ETILTPETIEWY” 8UoXEPALVE Yap &I TOVT. EEVOQ®OVY T E1XE TIPOS ADTOV
SUOHEVAS 810 Kail TOV KaTa TG NO0VIIg AdYoV ZwkpdTel KAt  APLOTITITIOU
TEPLTEDELKEY. OV PNV GAAL Kol @08 wpog EkAKLoey avTov Kail [TAdTwv.

The pleasure-lover

Dionysius Il points out the sword overhranging Damocles (Richard Westall, 1812)
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66 He was capable of adapting himself to place, time and person, and of playing his
part appropriately under whatever circumstances. Hence he found more favour
than anybody with Dionysius [ll, tyrant of Syracuse, 367-357 BC], because he could
always turn the situation to good account. He derived pleasure from what was
present, and did not toil to procure the enjoyment of something not present. Hence
Diogenes called him the king’s poodle. Timon, too, sneered at him for [uxury in
these words:

‘Such was the luxurious nature of Aristippus, who dealtin lies.’
He is said to have ordered a partridge to be brought at a cost of fifty drachmae, and,
when someone censured him, he inquired, ‘Would not you have given an obol for
it” and, being answered in the affirmative, rejoined, ‘Fifteen drachmae are no more
tome.’

66 "Hv 8¢ ikavog appodoacBat kai TOTIo Kai xpOvem Kol TIPoo®TI, Kol ooy
TieploTaoty ampodiwgvTokpivachal 510 kai TTapd ALovucim TAV GAAWY
e0SOKIpPEL HEAAOV, GEL TO TIPOOTIEGOV €D SLATIOEUEVOG. ATIEAQUE PHEV YO
NOOVAG TAV TTAPOVTWYV, 00K €01 pa 6€ TIOV® TNV ATTOAXVG LY TAV 0V TIAPOVTWV"
60ev kai Aloyévn g BactAtkov kUva EAeyev adTov. 0 8¢ Tipwv TTapé@ayev ag
OpuUTITOHEVOV, OVTWOL TIWG EITIWV

014 T ApLoTITTIOU TPLPEPT VOIS AUPAPOWVTOG PevdT).
TOVTOV PAC{ TIOTE KEAEDOAL TIEPSLKA TIEVTIIKOVTA SpayH®DV dvnBfjval
aitiaoapévou £ Tvog, ‘o0 8 ovk v, €iTtey, ‘OBoAod TodTOoV ETIpiw;’
ETLVELOVTOG OE, ‘TOcODTOV, E@N, ‘6ol SuvavTal ai Trevinkovta Spoypal.

Flexible opinions

Judgement of Paris, Adriaen van der Werff1716
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67 And when Dionysius gave him his choice of three courtesans, he carried off all
three, saying, ‘It gave no advantage to Paris to prefer the one out of three.” And
when he had brought them as far as the porch, they say, he let them go. To such
lengths did he go both in choosing and in disdaining. Hence the remark of Strato, or
by some accounts of Plato, ‘You alone are endowed with the gift to flaunt in robes or
goinrags.” When Dionysius spat on him, he bore with it, and to one who took him to
task hereplied, ‘If the fishermen let themselves be drenched with sea-water in order
to catch a sardine, ought | not to endure to be sprinkled with spitin order to catch an
anchovy’ [also means ‘drooler’, i.e. Dionysius.]

67 ALoVUG{0U 8€ TIOTE TPLAOV ETALPDV 0VOMDV piav EKAEEaoOaL KeEAEVOAVTOG,
TOG TPEIG AT YAYEV EITWV, ‘008 T@® [TapLdL cuvnveyke plav Tpokpival’
&Troryory®v pévtot, @actv, antig dypL tod Bupdvog déAvoey. oDTw v kai
EAEoBaL Kal KaTa@povijoal TTOAUG. §10 TTote ZTpdtwva, oi 8¢ [TAdtwva, Tipodg
QO TOV EITIETY, ‘001 LOV@ SEdoTaL KAl yAavida popelv kai pdkog.’ Alovuciov 6
TPOCTITUCAVTOG AV TP NVECKETO. PEPPAPEVOL &£ TIVOG, ‘€T O1 VY GALETG,
elTtev, ‘VMopévouot paivesdat i BAAGTTN, va Kw POV Onpdowaoty: Yo §& pm
avaoxwpat kpdpatt pavOival, iva fAEvvoL AdBw;’

Aim of philosophy

68 Diogenes, washing the dirt from his vegetables, saw him passing and jeered at
him in these terms, ‘If you had learnt to make these your diet, you would not have
paid court to kings,” to which his rejoinder was, ‘And if you knew how to associate
with men, you would not be washing vegetables.’ Being asked what he had gained
from philosophy, he replied, ‘The ability to feel at ease in any society.’ Being
reproached for his extravagance, he said, ‘If it were wrong to be extravagant, it
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would not be in vogue at the festivals of the gods.’ Being once asked what
advantage philosophers have, he replied, ‘Should all laws be repealed, we shall go
on living as we do now.’

68 [Taplovta TToTe adTOV Adyava TTAUVWV Aloyévn G Eokwe, Kal onoty, ‘€l
TadTA EHaBEG TIPOCPEPEGDL, OVK GV TUPAVVWY KVAAG EBEPATIEVES. O 8E, ‘Kol
oV, irev, ‘simep §815 AvOPDTTOLG OUIAETY, 00K Bv Adyava ETTAVVEG.
EpwTNOeic Tl adT® TiepLyEyovey €K @LA0co@IagC, E@1), ‘TO SUVaCOAL TIACL
BappoVTWG OUIAETY. GVELSLLOPEVOG TIOT  ETIL T® TTOAVTEADG {1V, ‘€l TODT’,
g, ‘@adAov 1V, 00K av &v TaiG TV Oedv £0pTaig 8yiveTo. épwtnOeig TToTe Tl
TIAE0V Exouatv ol PLAGcOo@OL, PN, €0V TIAVTES 0l vOpOoL avalpefdov, Opoiwg
Buwoodpebda.’

The extravagant life

69 When Dionysius inquired why philosophers went to rich men’s houses, while rich
men no longer visited philosophers, his reply was that ‘The one know what they
need while the others do not.” When he was reproached by Plato for his
extravagance, he inquired, ‘Do you think Dionysius a good man? and the reply
being in the affirmative, ‘And yet,” said he, ‘he lives more extravagantly than | do. So
that there is nothing to hinder a man living extravagantly and well.’ To the question
how the educated differ from the uneducated, he replied, ‘Exactly as horses that
have been trained differ from the untrained.’ One day, as he entered the house of a
courtesan, one of the young men with him blushed, whereupon he remarked, ‘It is
not going in thatis dangerous, but being unable to go out.’
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Money or education?

70 Someone brought him a knotty problem with the request that he would untie
the knot. ‘Why, you simpleton,’ said he, ‘do you want it untied, seeing that it causes
trouble enough asitis? ‘Itis better,’ said he, ‘to be a beggar than to be uneducated,;
the one needs money, the others need to be humanized.” One day, being reviled, he
tried to slip away; the other pursued him, asking, ‘Why do you run away? ‘Because,’
said he, ‘asitis your privilege to use foul language, so it is my privilege not to listen.’
In answer to one who remarked that he always saw philosophers at rich men’s
doors, he said, ‘So, too, physicians are in attendance on those who are sick, but no
one for that reason would prefer being sick to being a physician.’
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Useful learning

Ancient Corinth

71 It happened once that he set sail for Corinth and, being overtaken by a storm, he
was in great consternation. Someone said, ‘We plain men are not alarmed, and are
you philosophers turned cowards? To this he replied, ‘The lives at stake in the two
cases are not comparable.” When someone gave himself airs for his wide learning,
this is what he said: ‘As those who eat most and take the most exercise are not
better in health than those who restrict themselves to what they require, so too it is
not wide reading but useful reading that tends to excellence.” An advocate, having
pleaded on his behalf and won the case, thereupon put the question, ‘What good
did Socrates do you? ‘This much, was the reply, ‘that what you said of me in your
speech was true.’

71 Eig KopivBov avtd tAéovtiTtote Kad xelpalopevm oLvERT Tapayijval.
TPOG 0DV TOV €iTIOVTA, NUETS pev o1 iStdTan o0 Sedoikapey, VUEG S’ ol
@O00@OLSEIALATE, ‘00 Yap TIEPL OpOLaG,” E@T), ‘YUXTG AYWVIDHEV EKATEPOL.
OEUVUVOHEVOL TIVOG ETTL TIOAVHAB el £, ‘DOTIEP OV 01 T TIAETO T £0010VTES
Kol YOUVAOHEVOL DY LAIVOUGL HGAAOV TOV TG SEOVTA TIPOCPEPOUEVWOV, OVTWG
008 01 TTOAAL GAA™ O1 XPNO LA AVAYLVWOKOVTEG €i0L 0TTOVSATOL’ TIPOG TOV
VTIEP AVTOD A0YOYypA@OV SIKNV EITTOVTA KAl VIKHOAVTA, ETIELTA (PACKOVTA
TPOG AVTOV, ‘Tl 08 dvnoe TwKPATS; &P, TOVTO, TOVG AGYOUG, 0DG EITIAG VTIEP
guod, GAnOEig ivat.

The price of education
72 He gave his daughter Arete the very best advice, training her up to despise

excess. He was asked by someone in what way his son would be the better for being
educated. He replied, ‘If nothing more than this, at all events, when in the theatre
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he will not sit down like a stone upon stone.” When someone brought his son to him
as a pupil, he asked a fee of 500 drachmae. The father objected. ‘For that sum | can
buy a slave.’ Then do so,’ was the reply, ‘and you will have two.” He said that he did
not take money from his friends for his own use, but to teach them upon what
objects their money should be spent. When he was reproached for employing a
rhetorician to conduct his case, he made reply, ‘Well, if | give a dinner, | hire a cook.’

72 Ta dplota HTIETIOETO Tf) BLYATPL AP1) T, CUVACKADV XVTNV VTIEPOTITIKNV
0D TAL0VOG gival. épwTnOeic VTIO TVOS TL A TOD 6 LIOG dpeivwv EoTan
TouSev0eic, ‘kad el pndev dAN0, eitey, ‘v yoiv Td Oedtpm 00 kaBedsitat AiBog
EMABW. CLVIOTAVTOG TIVOG AT VIOV TN OE TIEVTAKOTnG Spaypds tod &’
EIMOVTOG, ‘TocoVToL SUvapal avépatmodov dvrocacBal, ‘Tiplw, €@, ‘Kai EE€Lg
§00.” 4pyVpLOV EITIE TP THV YVWPIHWVY AdpBEVELY, 00 TV’ adTOG XPDTO, GAA’
v’ ékelvol eldeiey €ig Tiva Sl xpRioBat Toig apyvplolg. OVELSI{OHEVOG TTOTE OTL
Stknv Exwv EpoBwoato prtopa, Kaiydp, E@n, ‘6tav Seimvov Exw, payelpov
pHoBodpal.’

On diving and drinking

73 Being once compelled by Dionysius to enunciate some doctrine of philosophy, ‘It
would be ludicrous,’ he said, ‘that you should learn from me what to say, and yet
instruct me when to say it.’ At this, they say, Dionysius was offended and made him
recline at the end of the table. And Aristippus said, ‘You must have wished to confer
distinction on the last place.” To someone who boasted of his diving, ‘Are you not
ashamed,’ said he, ‘to brag of that which a dolphin can do? Being asked on one
occasion what is the difference between the wise man and the unwise, ‘Strip them
both, said he, ‘and send them among strangers and you will know.’ [Lack of
embarrassment?] To one who boasted that he could drink a great deal without
getting drunk, his rejoinder was, ‘And so can a mule.’

73 AvaykalOpeVOG TIOTE VTIO ALOVUGIOV EITIETV TLTAV €K @LAoco@lag,
‘YeAolov, £, ‘€l TO AEyelv eV TTap EHOD HoVOAVELS, TO & TIOTE SETAEYELY GV
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He SIOAOKELS.” ETTL TOUT® OM ALY AVOKTI|COVTA TOV ALOVUGLOV E0YATOV XVTOV
KaTakAival Kol Tov, ‘€v80EdTepoV, @aval, ‘Tov ToTIov nBEANcag ool
adX0DVTOG TVOG T TG KOAVUBEV, ‘00K adoyOvn, €iTtey, €T §A@ivog Epyolg
AAalOVEVOUEVOG; EpWTNOELS TTIOTE TIVL SLAPEPELO GOPOG TOD Pt GOPOD, E@N,
‘€16 AyvOTAG TOLG V0 YUHVOLG ATIOCTEIAOV, Kad £107).” adhX0DVTOG TIVOG ETIL T
TIOAAQ TTiVELY Kai pr) peBVokeaBal, ‘TodTo Ko npiovog,” enot.

On courtesans

Lais

74 To one who accused him of living with a courtesan, he put the question, ‘Why, is
there any difference between taking a house in which many people have lived
before and taking one in which nobody has ever lived? The answer being ‘No,” he
continued, ‘Or again, between sailing in a ship in which ten thousand persons have
sailed before and in one in which nobody has ever sailed? ‘There is no difference.’
‘Then it makes no difference,’ said he, ‘whether the woman you live with has lived
with many or with nobody.’ To the accusation that, although he was a pupil of
Socrates, he took fees, his rejoinder was, ‘Most certainly | do, for Socrates, too, when
certain people sent him corn and wine, used to take a little and return all the rest;
and he had the foremost men in Athens for his stewards, whereas mine is my slave
Eutychides.’ He enjoyed the favours of Lais.

74 TIpOG TOV aiTIOHEVOV BTLETAIPQ CLUVOLKET, ‘AP A YE,” €1TTE, ‘U] TLSLEVEY KL GV
oikiav AaBeiv év i) ToAAoi TTote drnoav i undeis, simdvrog 8¢ o, “Ti 82
TAedoo &v vif pupiot TToTE évéTAsuoav fy pndeis; ‘o0Sapds. ‘ovd” dpa
youvaiki,’ @n, ‘cuveival ) TToAlol kéxpnvtatfi pndeis. TTpodg TOV aitidpevoy dtt
TwKPAETOUS HaBN TS OV dpyVplov AapBdvet, Kai pdda,’ €iTte” Kod yop
SwKPETNG, TERTIOVTWV adT® TIVWV Ko 61TOV Kai 0ivov, OAlya AapBavwy Té.
AOLTIO ATTETTEPTIEY” £1XE YA TapiNG TOVS TIPpWTOLE ABNvaiwy, &yw 8
Edtuxidnv dpyvpwvntov.’ éxpiito kol AaidL tij ETaipa.
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Expensive tastes

75 To those who censured him his defence was, ‘| have Lais, not she me; and it is not
abstinence from pleasures that is best, but mastery over them without ever being
worsted.’ To one who reproached him extravagance in catering, he replied,
‘Wouldn’t you have bought this if you could have got it from three obols? The
answer being in the affirmative, ‘Very well, then, said Aristippus, ‘| am no longer a
lover of pleasure, itis you who are a lover of money.’ One day Simus, the steward of
Dionysius, a Phrygian by birth and a rascally fellow, was showing him costly houses
with mosaic pavements, when Aristippus coughed up phlegm and spatin his face.
And on his resenting this he replied, ‘| could not find any place more suitable.’
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76 When Charondas (or, as others say, Phaedo) inquired, ‘Who is this who reeks
with unguents? he replied, ‘Itis I, unlucky wretch, and the still more unlucky Persian
king. But, as none of the other animals are at any disadvantage on that account,
consider whether it be not the same with man. Confound the catamites, who spoil
for us the use of good perfume.’ Being asked how Socrates died, he answered, ‘As |
would wish to die myself.’ Polyxenus the sophist once paid him a visit and, after
having seen ladies present and expensive entertainment, reproached him with it
later. After an interval Aristippus asked him, ‘Can you join us today?’

76 [1pog Xapwvdav eimtovta, oi 8¢ Tpos Patdwva, Tic O HEPVPLOUEVOG; ‘€Y W,
ENoiv, ‘0 KakoSalpwyv, Kapod KakoSalpoveéstepos 0 [Tepod®v BactAevg. AN’
Opat N G 0VSEV TOV BAAWV {DWV TIAPO TOVTO TLEAXATTODTAL 0OVTWG 0VS™ GV O
GvOPwWTIOG. KAKOl KAK®DG &” ATTOAOLVTO 01 KIvaldoL, 0iTIVEG KAAOV NIV BAEUPA
SLaBaAAovoLY. EPWTWHEVOS TIDS ATIEOVE ZWKPATNG, £@N, ‘©OG GV EY®
ev&aiunv.’ [ToAvgévou TToTE ToD 0oPLOTOD Ei0EABOVTOG TIPOG ADTOV Kai
BeaoAPEVOU YUVOIKAG TE KAl TTOAVTEAT] OPwviay, ETIEITA X TIACAPEVOU,
HIKPOV SLOATIWV, ‘Suvacal,’ £@n, ‘Kol oL oTiHEPOV LED™ UMDV YeveaDal;’

Financial priorities

77 When the other accepted the invitation, Aristippus inquired, ‘Why, then, did you
find fault? For you appear to blame the cost and not the food.” When his servant was
carrying money and found the load too heavy, Aristippus cried, ‘Pour away the
greater part, and carry no more than you can manage.’ Being once on a voyage, as
soon as he discovered the vessel to be manned by pirates, he took out his money
and began to countit, and then, as if by inadvertence, he let the money fall into the
sea, and naturally broke out into lamentation. Another version of the story
attributes to him the further remark that it was better for the money to perish on
account of Aristippus than for Aristippus to perish on account of the money.
Dionysius once asked him what he was come for, and he said it was to impart what
he had and obtain what he had not.

77 T0D & £MveboavTog, Tl 0vv,” &N, ‘Guépov; Eotkag yop od thv dPwviay
GAAG TO AvaAwpa aitldoBal’ tod 8¢ Bepatovtog év 08® Baotdlovtog
apyvplov kai Bapuvopévou, ‘atoxee,’ E@n, ‘T0 TAE0V Kai doov Suvacatl
Baotale.’ TTAEWV TIOTE ETIEL TO OKAPOG EYVW TIELPATIKOV, AafmV TO Ypuoiov
nelBper émetta eig OdAaTTaV MG Py BEAWVY TTapakateERaAe kai 6T|Oev
AVOUWEEV. 01 8€ Kol ETIELTIEIV oLV adTOV MG GUELVOV TADTA O APLOTITITIOV T
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S tadTa AploTITITIOV ATTOAEGO L AloVUGIOU TIOT  £POREVOV ETTL TLTiKOL, 1)
AT TO peTadSwoeLy v ExoL, kai peTaArPeoBat dv um £xoL.

Dancing for Dionysius

78 But some make his answer to have been, ‘When | needed wisdom, | went to
Socrates; now that | am in need of money, | come to you.” He used to complain of
mankind thatin purchasing earthenware they tested whether it rang true, but had
no regular standard by which tojudge life. Others attribute this remark to
Diogenes. One day Dionysius over the wine commanded everybody to put on purple
and dance. Plato declined, quoting the line:

| could not stoop to put on women’s robes.

Aristippus, however, put on the dress and, as he was about to dance, was ready with
the repartee:

Even amid the Bacchicrevelry

True modesty will not be put to shame.

78 ZvioL 8 oBTwG aTokpivacOat, ‘OTOTE puév coiag 886Ny, fKov TTapd TOV
ZWKPATNV' VOV 8& XPNHATWVY SEOUEVOG TP O KW, KATEY (VWOKE TAV
AvOpPWTIWV MG TG OKEVT HEV £V TAIG Ay0pAsLAL KOUTIOUVTWVY, TOVGS 8€ Bloug
€1k SOKIalOVTWV' 01 6& TOVTO ALOYEVOUG (PACL. KAL TIOTE TTHPA TIOTOV
KEAEVOAVTOG Alovuciov EkaoTov &V TTop@LPQ E0OTTLOpY ool TOV HEV
[TAdtwva pn tpocéobal, eimovta

oVK v duvaipnv BfAvy Evoival oToAN V!
Tov 8’ AploTimiTiov Aafovta kod pEAAovTa dpxoacbal EDOTOX WG EITIEIV”

Kol yop v BakyeOpaoty
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Ears in his feet

a
)
[Certainly not] Artaphernes
79 He made a request to Dionysius on behalf of a friend and, failing to obtain it, fell
down at his feet. And when someone jeered at him, he made reply, ‘Itis not | who
am to blame, but Dionysius who had his ears in his feet.’ He was once staying in Asia
and was taken prisoner by Artaphernes, the satrap. ‘Can you be cheerful under these
circumstances? someone asked. ‘Yes, you simpleton,’ was the reply, ‘for when
should | be more cheerful than now that | am about to converse with Artaphernes?
Those who went through the ordinary curriculum, but in their studies stopped short
at philosophy, he used to compare to the suitors of Penelope. For the suitors won

Melantho, Polydora and the rest of the handmaidens, but were anything but
successful in their wooing of the mistress.

79 AgOPEVOG TIOTE DTIEP PIAOVL ALOVUGIOV Kl U1 ETILTUYXAVWV €1G TOVG TTOSAG
a0 TOD ETTECE” TIPOG 0DV TOV ETIOKOYPAVTA, ‘OVK £y, PNoiy, ‘aiTiog, GAANL
ALovU0106 0 €V TOIG TTOO1 TG AKOAG EXxwV. SlatpiBwv £v Acig Kod An@OEeig HTIO
APTa@EpPvou Tod caTpdTou TIPdg TOV EiMOVTQ, ‘Kol O8e Bappsig,

‘ToTeyap, €imey, ‘@ pdrate, Bapprioatpt &v pdAAov fj viv, 8te péAdw
ApTta@epvn SLaAEEEGD AL’ TOVG TMV EYKVKAIWVY TIALSEVHATWY LETATYOVTAG,
@ oco@iag 82 dmoAewpOévtag dopoiovg EAeyey ival Toig Tfig InveAdTng
Hvnotipol kaiyap éketvoug MedavOm pev kai IToAvdwpav kai tag GAAAG
Bepamalvag Exely, Tavta 6& paAAov fj ad TV TV S€oTrovay SuvacBat yijpat.

Teaching boys

80 Again, when Aristippus was asked what are the subjects which handsome boys
oughtto learn, his reply was, ‘Those which will be useful to them when they are
grown up.’ To the criticwho censured him for leaving Socrates to go to Dionysius,
his rejoinder was, ‘Yes, but | came to Socrates for education and to Dionysius for



amusement.’ When he had made some money by teaching, Socrates asked him,
‘Where did you get so much? to which he replied, ‘Where you got so little.’

800 &8 odv AploTiTiTiog épwtnOeic Tiva §oTiv 8 861 TOVG KAAODS TIAAS G
HovBdvewy, &, ‘0l &vSpeg yevduevol xpricovtal’ TTpog TOV siTTdvTa év aitia
DG &TTO ZwKPAETOUG TIPOS Aloviciov EAOoL, ‘GAAYL TIPOG ZWKPATNV HEV, EITTEY,
MABov TauSeiag Evekey, Tpog 8& Atovioiov Tandiag.” € Opdiag adtd
XPNHATIOAUEVE PN oL EWKPATNG, ‘TTIO0eV col Tocadta; Kai dg, ‘60ev coLta
OAlya.

Rejecting his son

81 A courtesan having told him that she was with child by him, he replied, ‘You are
no surer of this than if, after running through coarse rushes, you were to say you had
been pricked by one in particular.” Someone accused him of throwing out his son as
if it was not his offspring. He replied, ‘Phlegm, too, and vermin we know to be of our
own begetting, but for all that, because they are useless, we cast them as far from us
as possible.” He received a sum of money from Dionysius at the same time that Plato
carried off a book and, when he was twitted with this, his reply was, ‘Well, | want
money, Plato wants books. Someone asked him why he was reproached by
Dionysius. ‘For the same reason,’ said he, ‘as the others reproach him.’ [All anyone
ever wanted was Dionysius’ money?]

81 Etaipag eimtoiong Tpog avtov, €k 60D KU®,’ ‘00 HAAAOV,” £@1), ‘YIVWOKELS T
€161 0Aooxolvwv ioboa EQPAoKeG VTIO TOVSE KEKEVTHoOAL NTIACATO TIG

QO TOV TOV VIOV ATIOPPLTITODVTH DOTIEP 0VK £ EAUTOD YEYOVOTH' KA G, ‘Kai TO
EAEYHQ,” @NOL, ‘Kol TOVG POETpag €€ UMDV IOUEV YEVVWHEVOUG, GAA dixpela
SVTA MG TTIOPPWTATW PLTTTOVHEY. EKSEEAUEVOS TO ApYVPLOV TIapd Alovuaciov,
MMAdtwvog Epavtog BRALOV, TIPOG TOV diTIACAPEVOV, ‘Eyw HEV YAP, EITIEY,
‘apyvplov, lMAdtwv 8¢ BBAIWY £0TIV EVOENG. TIPOG TOV EITTOVTA TIVOG EvEKA
gAéyxeTa TTapd Atovuaoiov, ‘ob Eveka, @noty, ‘ol GAAoL éAéyxovowy.’

Next week: Aristotle



